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Anne Frank Study Guide
Act I, i

1. The playwrights wrote the play in this way because 

Act I, ii

2. The Van Daans are friends of Mr. Frank that come to live with them in the “Secret Annexe”. Mr. Van Daan is an easily aggravated man that is addicted to cigarettes, and he is often annoyed by Anne. Mrs. Van Daan is a pretty woman in her mid-forties, but she is materialistic and flirts with Mr. Frank. Peter is a shy sixteen-year-old that owns a cat named Mouschi. His father often yells at him for attending to his cat instead of his studies.

3. Since this is a flashback, Mr. Frank is a younger man, and he is much happier and active than he is in the first scene.

4. Mr. Frank is a middle-aged man who has orchestrated the entire “Secret Annexe” with their friends Mr. Kraler and Miep. He is a man of good principles, and he is a middleman when they encounter problems. He can comfort Anne when she has problems with anything – other people in the house, including her mother. He and Mrs. Frank are the parents of Anne and Margot. Mrs. Frank is a woman that often has problems with her daughter Anne. She is also often hurt because Anne prefers her father to her. Anne is a somewhat rebellious 13-year-old that has gotten closer to her father than her mother for no real reason. She feels that her mother does not understand her at times. She also does not understand why she must be cooped up in this place while she should be out, making friends. Margot, on the other hand, is a quiet 16-year-old that does everything that her parents want her to. She is a smart, sensible teenager, unlike Anne, who refuses to pay much attention to her studies. She is a perfect child, and no one scolds her.

5. Mr. Kraler and Miep are Righteous Gentiles that help the Franks and the Van Daans. They risk their lives to help these two families to survive, and they illegally get food and clothing to them.

6. The irony in Mrs. Frank’s concern about doing something illegal is that it was illegal for Jews to be in hiding; it was illegal for Jews to own their own homes at that point. In order to survive, they needed to do something illegal.

7. The Franks have on so many layers of clothing so that they will have more than one outfit to wear during the whole time in the “Secret Annexe”.

8. Mr. Frank explains about the “noise” that when the men are in the building below them, they must be absolutely quiet. He explains the schedule for the days to come.

9. He describes how their lives in hiding will be in that from eight in the morning until six in the evening, they must move only when necessary, and they may not run any water, and not even use the restroom. They cannot throw trash away, as it would be found. After six, they are free to do anything they wish.

10. Anne starts a diary so that she can publish it as soon as the war is over. Little does she know that she will not survive the war, but that her diary will nonetheless be translated into over thirty languages worldwide.

11. If Miep and Mr. Kraler were caught hiding Jewish people, they would suffer the same consequences as the people they were hiding; they would be put into concentration camps.

Act I, iii

12. Anne and Peter are different in several aspects. Anne is louder and more outgoing, while Peter is reserved and quiet, keeping to himself unless necessary. Anne obviously tries to reach out to him, but usually to no avail.

13. Anne and her mother share a tense and rigid relationship. They do not talk much, and it is obvious that Anne prefers her father to her mother. Anne and her father, in contrast, share a loving and caring relationship. If she is in need of comfort, she will most likely go to her father for help and support. Peter and his father also share a tense relationship. His father feels that Peter should get rid of his cat, and that he should pay more attention to his studies, but Peter loves his cat.

14. Mr. Van Daan feels that Anne is rude and that she talks too much. He also thinks that she is aggravating and spoiled.

15. Margot and Anne, although sisters and brought up by the same parents, are extremely different. Margot is quiet, nice, helpful, and considered extremely smart. She listens to her parents indefinitely, and does not put up fights. In my opinion, she does not voice her opinions and what she feels is wrong. On the other hand, Anne is loud, boisterous, and will speak for herself when she feels the need to. Sometimes she rebels against her parents as well.

16. The bad news Mr. Kraler brings in this scene is that there is another man, a dentist, that needs to live with them in their already-crowded annexe. His name is Jan Dussel, and he will be living with them and eating the little food they have left.

17. Mr. Frank feels that they should take in Mr. Dussel, but then he notices the presence of the others and asks them their opinion. Mr. Van Daan feels that there is not enough food to support another person, but he is okay with the idea. Mrs. Frank is only concerned about where he is going to sleep, but Peter volunteers his bed. However, Anne comes up with a better idea, which is revised by Mr. and Mrs. Frank. The final plan is to let Margot into her parents’ room, and to let Dussel sleep in the same room as Anne.

18. Mr. Dussel is very thankful at first for letting them stay in their place. He is also surprised that they are still alive, since Anne’s father had originally left a piece of paper with an address in Zurich on it, to lead the police on. He tells the others about how bad it is outside currently, and they all groan in pain. He likes to live alone, and he is allergic to fur-bearing animals. He claims that he gets along very well with children, but this statement is proved incorrect later in the text.

19. About the “outside”, Dussel explains that hundreds of Jews disappear ever day in Amsterdam. They surround blocks and search each house for Jews. Hundreds of people are deported daily to the death camps and concentration camps. Each Jew can bring what they can carry in the rucksack.

Act I, iv

20. Obviously, Mrs. Frank is trying to reach out to Anne by asking about her nightmare and trying to comfort her about it, but Anne will not accept help from her. Instead, she asks her father to come and comfort her, showing that she really does prefer her father to her mother. Her mother is extremely distraught over this, but she sends Anne’s father nonetheless.

21. Anne says that when she gets out of the place, she would like to ride a bike again, laugh, get new clothes, have a hot tub filled of water, and to be back in school with her friends. This has a terrible impact on the reader, since the reader knows that Anne will never live to the end of the war.

Act I, v

22. The Hanukkah celebration goes quite well – Mr. Frank recites the prayers, and Mrs. Frank brings out the food. Then Anne brings out the presents she has either gotten or made for each person, which cheers up the whole crowd a lot. Afterwards, they all sing the song that they have always sung every Hanukkah.

23. A burglar ruins their Hanukkah celebration as they hear a loud sound as Mr. Frank is about to blow out the Hanukkah candle.

24. The disturbance turns out to be a burglar, who has taken the cash box and the radio.

25. The characters suggest that the thief may tell the Green Police and tell them about the Jews that are living upstairs.

Act II, I

26. It has been almost a year and a half since the whole crew has moved into the secret annexe.

27. All of the characters are thinner, and the Van Daan “discussions” are getting more violent as time goes on. Anne and her mother still do not understand each other. Anne is feeling changes in her body at this time. Miep brings a cake to all of the characters, which makes the characters considerably happier. However, another argument erupts over the division of the cake.

28. The cake incident shows how much they have become aggravated with each other. Dussel realizes that when Mrs. Van Daan divides things, Mr. Van Daan’s piece is always considerably bigger than the rest of the characters. Peter’s cat has been lost out in the streets, but Miep has not been able to find it. Also, Mr. Van Daan is planning to sell Mrs. Van Daan’s prized fur coat, which greatly distresses her and creates many problems and obstacles. Finally, Carl the blackmailer had a suspicion that perhaps there were Jews living upstairs. He had been staring at the bookcase and wondering whether or not there used to be a door there. He asked for more money a week.

29. Peter feels that Anne is quite fine, and that without her, he did not know how he would go on with the rest of the quarreling characters.

Act II, ii

30. Anne thinks that her mother is ridiculous because she won’t speak for herself, and she won’t talk back to Anne, like Anne normally would in such situations.

31. Anne and Peter seem to like each other at this point, and they speak to each other occasionally in Peter’s room for lengthened periods of time. Mrs. Van Daan and Mrs. Frank seem to be becoming suspicious about them, so Mrs. Frank tells Anne to leave the door open when she is speaking to Peter, so as not to raise other suspicions.

32. The other characters are suspicious and curious about the relationship within Peter and Anne. They have been speaking occasionally in his room, and the door is always closed when they do, which has sparked many curiosities.

Act II, iii

33. At the opening of this scene, Mr. Van Daan is caught stealing food from the pantry in the kitchen because of his excessive hunger.

34. Mrs. Frank reacts angrily, saying that he is not the only one that his hungry; everyone is hungry. She also mentions that Peter has been moaning in his sleep because of hunger. When Mrs. Van Daan defends her husband, Mrs. Frank gets even angrier, yelling that Mrs. Van Daan is sacrificing her son Peter for her husband’s sake.

35. Mrs. Frank has changed from the beginning of the play in that

36. Anne does not approve of her mother standing up to the Van Daans because she does not want Peter to be sent out of the house for his father’s sake.

37. The good news that Miep brings is that the invasion has begun, and that the war has begun to end.

38. Mr. Van Daan feels ashamed about his news because he has been stealing bread from the children, and the war is almost over.

39. Everyone is worried about the thief that stole the radio, and that he might tell the Gestapo about the secret annexe that he found a few weeks ago.

Act II, iv

40. Dussel thinks that Miep is calling and trying to warn them of something, but she can’t come to visit them and tell them in person.

41. My prediction about the ringing telephone is that

42. When Anne says, “I think myself out,” she means that she thinks about so many things that she fills her mind. She has almost gone crazy, just thinking of what is outside and what she will do when she gets out.

43. There are several differences between Peter and Anne’s outlooks on life. Peter feels that it is extremely unfair that they have been hiding for two years, and that they are just waiting for the Germans to come and kill them. Anne feels that they’re not the only ones that have had to suffer the same, but Peter feels that doesn’t make a difference. Anne also feels unafraid because she has found God and herself.

44. Anne’s feelings in her last diary entry portray confidence in herself, but also a sadness in her heart. It also expresses that she has some confidence that she will live through whatever she has to live through, which she does not.

Act II, v

45. ----

46. Mr. Frank tells Miep and Mr. Kraler that the day they were taken, they were quite sure that the liberators would get to them in time. However, in September, they were told that they were to be shipped to Poland, to two separate camps. Mr. Frank went to Auschwitz and Belsen, and then he was freed in January. Everyone asked around about where they were and if they had seen so-and-so relatives.

47. Mr. Frank says “She puts me to shame,” because he feels that he is not really good at heart, and that Anne’s quotation puts him to shame. 

